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Abstract 



The focus of the session will be from the perspective of each presenter to provide examples and case study 
examples (Powerpoint slides) that go to the topic of The Americas and Eastern European Exchange in Cultural 
Heritage Conservation specific to Interdisciplinary Collaboration in Heritage Conservation, Sustainable Heritage 
Conservation and Conservation Technology and Philosophy. 
 
The moderator will provide continuity of theme and outline interconnections and threads of relevance to the 
conference theme and subthemes between the individual presentations of the panel participants. The moderator 
will provide a continuity of viewpoint between APT, PTN, PPKZ, and the Poland Association of Historic 
Monuments Conservators (SKZ). 
 
Looking back: since 1997 when APTI provided a delegation at Antikon 97 in Szczecin, Poland there has been a 
continual exchange of visits of traditional trades, architects, architectural conservators and preservationists 
between Poland and the Americas. These exchanges have involved both APT as well as the Preservation Trades 
Network and continue to provide a point of collaboration between these two organizations. These exchanges have 
also brought in to relationship the Timber Framers Guild and the International Log Builders Association.  
 
Looking further back, Marek Baranski s article  Polish-American cooperation in the field of historic monument 
conservation  clearly indicates a lengthy history of Americas and Eastern European exchange of technology and 
philosophy on the themes of cultural conservation.  The impulse to establish Polish-American cooperation in the 
field of monument preservation was the catastrophic damage to Warsaw in 1944. In the fall of 1944 a group of 
Polish immigrants residing in New York made an effort to create an American fund for the restoration of Warsaw.   
The Cold War hindered cooperation between monument conservators for many years. In 1963, Prof. Lorentz gave 
a speech at a restoration conference in Williamsburg, which was published in the conference papers, presenting 
the almost completed initiative pertaining to the restoration of Warsaw's Old Town complex as an example of 
Polish experiences with restoration of old city centers.  
 
Looking forward: the panel will present programs of exchange and conservation projects ongoing and envisioned 
for the future. Discussion will be had as to the current state of the Zabludow synagogue project, the plan for 
reconstruction of a 17th century log and timber synagogue near to Bialystok, Poland. 
 
The interdisciplinary element will encompass from the traditional trade practice to the architectural design, project 
management and archeology, and the lessons to be learned in cross-cultural and cross-language collaborations 
on projects initiated and developed in an exchange of conservation technology and philosophy between the 
Americas and Eastern Europe. Though the emphasis of the Eastern European speakers is on Poland the 
connection of PPKZ is with the network of heritage conservation throughout Eastern Europe and extends into all of 
the existing Communist and post-Communist world of heritage conservation. As well the emphasis on the 
Americas includes the entire continents of North and South America. 
 
The theme of sustainable heritage conservation will be focused on the documentation, reconstruction, and 
maintenance of lost and annihilated cultural heritage sites that go beyond that of the Polish national experience. 
Mr. Follett s presentation will touch on the subject of heritage conservation of sacred sites within the Chernobyl 
contamination zone of Belarus and Romania and the relevance to global sustainability of the human, natural and 
built environment. There will be a reflection on the practice of restoration of annihilated heritage as understood in 
Eastern Europe in comparison of ongoing activities of APT and PTN in cooperation with the WMF in post-Katrina 
historic neighborhoods of New Orleans. 
 
There will be an ample coverage of conservation technology but even more so an exposure to the philosophy of 
heritage conservation as it applies to cross-cultural and cross-language exchanges. A case in point where 
philosophy, integration of discipline and technology of migration and cultural exchange meet is that traditional log 
building technologies of Eastern Europe no longer extant in contemporary Eastern Europe trades skills are 
currently practiced in British Columbia and are being re-introduced to Eastern Europe trades practitioners in their 
national efforts at restoration and conservation of cultural heritage of traditional wood structures. 
 



The Polish experience of heritage conservation has been in many ways much of a different hue and intensity than 
in North America. In many respects the perspective of integration of discipline and the wedding of the 
technological and philosophical challenges have been directly connected to the need for a survival of national and 
cultural identity as well as the survival of a people. Poland in relationship to the Americas, and to the world, has 
for decades been in the business to export their trades and craftspeople, primarily through the network of nations 
inaccessible to the West throughout the Cold War. PPKZ is currently involved in the restoration of St. Petersburg 
and Poland recently provided a substantial grant to Vietnam for cultural heritage conservation for which PPKZ will 
provide assistance and training.7
 


